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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
03/07/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 01/16/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

At pages 5-8, Applicant argues that Fu et al. do not disclose the picture material 
switching means having a switcher function of switching and outputting multiple picture 
materials at an arbitrary timing. In response, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Although Fu et al. teaches that it is a user who is operating a switcher ("Input Monitoring 
Mux 104" of Fig. 2A) to switch the signals, obviously the switcher shown in Fig. 2A is the 
picture material switching means having the described switcher function. It is also noted 
that claims are giving the broadest reasonable interpretation consistent with the 
specification. When giving its broadest interpretation, the picture material switching 
means can be interpreted as the operating of the switcher bv the user as taught bv Fu 
et al. Therefore, since the picture material switching means disclosed by Fu et al. has a 
switcher function of switching and outputting multiple picture materials at an arbitrary 
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tinning (again because a user can manipulate the scene through selecting one of the 
inputs, he or she can choose to select a specific one among the inputs to be outputted 
in an arbitrary manner that fits his or her intention). Fu et al. do clearly and fully disclose 
the limitation of "the picture material switching means having a switcher function of 
switching and outputting multiple picture materials at an arbitrary timing." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fu et 
al. (US Patent 6,882,793). 

Regarding claim 1 , Fu et al. disclose a picture material editing apparatus 
comprising: means for inputting multiple picture materials from multiple sources ("Input 
Module 102" in Fig. 2A); picture material switching means having a switcher function of 
switching and outputting multiple picture materials at an arbitrary timing (column 5, lines 
18-33, 40-61; also see "Response to Arguments" above); and edit list creation means 
for creating an edit list based on a switching operation for switching the multiple picture 
materials with the switcher function (column 7, lines 8-11; column 19, lines 18-21). 
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Regarding claim 2, Fu et al. also disclose the edit list creation means creates the 
edit list simultaneously with the switching operation for switching the multiple picture 
materials by using the switcher function (column 7, lines 8-1 1 ; column 1 9, lines 1 8-21 ). 

Regarding claim 3, Fu et al. also disclose the edit list creation means creates the 
edit list based on the kind of special effect specified when the picture materials are 
switched and various setting information is provided for the kind of special effect 
specified in addition to the switching operation (column 7, lines 8-11; column 19, lines 
18-22). 

Regarding claim 4, Fu et al. also disclose when the picture material switching 
means executes edit processing of connecting highlight scenes of the multiple picture 
materials as the switching operation, the edit list creation means creates a digest- 
version edit list corresponding to the edit processing (column 17, lines 20-33; column 
19, lines 9-22). 

Claim 5 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 1 above. 
Claim 6 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 2 above. 
Claim 7 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 3 above. 
Claim 8 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 4 above. 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUNG Q. DANG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1116. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th:7:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Hung Q Dang/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 

/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



